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INTERNATIONAL VIEWS ON HOUSING RELATIONS
IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

This article discusses current issues related to international views
on housing relations in Kazakhstan. This topic is quite relevant because
housing is a fundamental human right recognized by the United Nations,
and all countries have an obligation to ensure their citizens have access to
adequate housing. The Constitution of the Republic, the country’s housing
legislation and international acts elevate housing to the rank of a vital
value, establish the obligations of the state and the rights of citizens in this
area that determine their content. These measures are aimed at creating
conditions that guarantee an adequate level of housing provision, including
through state support for citizens in particular need of housing. An analysis
of the current legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan and international
documents allows the author to draw a reasoned conclusion about the
need to take a number of measures to improve the quality of housing in
Kazakhstan, in accordance with international standards. An international
perspective on housing law in Kazakhstan can provide valuable insight into
the strengths and weaknesses of our country’s housing legal framework, as
well as opportunities for cross-border cooperation and learning.

Keywords: housing, housing relations, human rights, housing
legislation, international standards.

Introduction

International perspectives on housing relations in Kazakhstan refer to how
Kazakhstan’s housing laws and policies compare with those of other countries,
especially in the context of international human rights norms and standards. This
topic is relevant because housing is a fundamental human right recognized by the
United Nations, and all countries have an obligation to ensure their citizens have
access to adequate housing [1].
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Kazakhstan has made significant progress in developing its housing sector
since gaining independence in 1991. The country has enacted a number of laws
and policies aimed at increasing access to affordable housing, protecting tenants’
rights and promoting sustainable housing development. However, like many other
countries, Kazakhstan faces serious challenges in ensuring that all its citizens have
access to adequate housing.

In accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 25 of the Basic Law, conditions
are created in the Republic of Kazakhstan to provide citizens with housing. In a
market economy, citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan mainly independently
exercise their right to housing (by building a house, making transactions with
an apartment and other means), and the state undertakes to create the necessary
conditions for this. Citizens of the Republic may have any legally acquired property
in private ownership, including through inheritance (clauses 1 and 2 of Article 26
of the Constitution) [2]. Housing legislation does not limit the number and size of
dwellings owned by one citizen or legal entity (clause 2 of Article 11 of the Law
on Housing Relations) [3].

At the same time, the Republic of Kazakhstan, represented by government
bodies, bears increased responsibility for providing housing to those groups of
citizens who have a high degree of need for housing and are not able to solve
housing problems with their own capabilities. This approach follows from the
content of the norm of paragraph 2 of Article 25 of the Constitution, according
to which the categories of citizens specified in the law who need housing are
provided with it for an affordable fee from state housing funds in accordance with
the norms established by law.

Based on subparagraphs 1), 2) and 7) of paragraph 3 of Article 61 of the
Constitution, the Parliament of the Republic is authorized to determine the
categories of citizens in need of housing, the criteria for their recognition as such,
forms, sources, norms, the procedure for providing them with housing and the
legal regime for its use. At the same time, legislative regulation of legal relations
related to the implementation of paragraph 2 of Article 25 of the Constitution
should be carried out from the position of maximum disclosure of the mission of
the social state, the supremacy of constitutional rights and freedoms of man and
citizen, the principles of equality and justice [2].

These legal positions of the Constitutional Council also correspond with
the provisions of generally recognized international acts. Thus, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948 established that everyone
has the right to a standard of living sufficient for the health and well-being of
himself and his family, including food, clothing, housing, medical care and
necessary social services , and the right to security in the event of unemployment,
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illness, disability, widowhood, old age or other case of loss of livelihood due to
circumstances beyond his control (clause 1 of Article 25) [4].

Materials and methods

Theoretical analysis of scientific legal and special literature on the research
problem; analysis of legislative and regulatory documents related to international
views on housing relations in the Republic of Kazakhstan; analysis and
generalization of legal experience.

Results and discussion

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly on December 16, 1966 and ratified by the
Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan on November 21, 2005, states that the States
Parties to this Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard
of living for him and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing,
and for the continuous improvement of living conditions (Article 11(1)) [5].

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly on November 20, 1989 and ratified by the resolution of the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Kazakhstan on June 8§, 1994, states that
participating states recognize the right of every child to a standard of living
adequate for physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development of the
child, in accordance with national conditions and within their capabilities, take
the necessary measures to assist parents and other persons raising children in the
exercise of this right and, if necessary, provide material assistance and support
programs, especially in regarding the provision of food, clothing and housing [6].

Thus, the Constitution of the Republic, the country’s housing legislation
and international acts elevate housing to the rank of a vital value, establish the
obligations of the state and the rights of citizens in this area that determine their
content. These measures are aimed at creating conditions that guarantee an
adequate level of housing provision, including through state support for citizens
in particular need of housing.

One way to assess the effectiveness of Kazakhstan’s housing legislation and
policies is to compare them with other countries. For example, the United Nations
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) has developed a set
of standards and guidelines to ensure the right to adequate housing. These standards
include ensuring the availability, accessibility and affordability of housing, as
well as the provision of basic amenities such as water, sanitation and electricity.

Compared to these international standards, Kazakhstan’s housing legislation
and policies are generally consistent with best practice. The country has developed
a comprehensive legal framework to regulate the housing sector, including laws
on property, tenancy and urban planning. In addition, Kazakhstan has adopted a
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number of housing policies that comply with international norms and standards.
For example, the State Housing Program aims to increase the supply of affordable
housing and improve the quality of existing housing, especially in rural areas.
The program includes measures to improve energy efficiency, environmental
sustainability and accessibility for people with disabilities. Similarly, Kazakhstan’s
National Plan for the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities includes provisions to improve access to housing for
people with disabilities [4].

However, there are also some areas in which Kazakhstan’s housing legislation
and policies do not meet international standards. For example, the CESCR has
criticized Kazakhstan for failing to adequately address the problem of homelessness
and for insufficient attention to protecting the rights of vulnerable groups such as
women, children and people with disabilities. In addition, the lack of affordable
housing remains a serious problem, especially in urban areas.

Efforts to improve housing supply in Kazakhstan could include increasing
funding for social housing programs, introducing stricter regulations to ensure
that landlords maintain rental properties to certain standards, and increasing
transparency and accountability in the process for allocating social housing units.
Another important factor that could improve the housing situation in Kazakhstan
is the development of a sustainable housing policy. Sustainable housing policies
prioritize the use of environmentally friendly and energy-efficient materials and
construction methods, which can lead to significant cost savings for residents in
the long term, as well as reducing the environmental impact of the housing sector.

In addition, sustainable housing policies can help address some of the key
challenges facing Kazakhstan’s housing sector, such as the shortage of affordable
housing and the high energy costs associated with heating homes during the
winter months. One example of a sustainable housing policy that Kazakhstan
could consider is the Passive House standard. The Passive House standard
is an internationally recognized building standard that aims to reduce energy
consumption in buildings by up to 90 %. Passive houses are built to be highly
insulated and airtight, which reduces the need for heating and cooling systems
and can significantly reduce energy costs for residents. In addition to reducing
energy consumption, sustainable housing policies can also promote the use of
locally produced materials, which can create jobs and support the local economy.
In addition, the government could consider exploring alternative models of housing
provision, such as community land trusts or co-operative housing, which have been
successful in other countries in providing affordable and sustainable housing [7].
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Conclusions

A number of measures can be taken to improve the quality of housing in
Kazakhstan. First, priority must be given to repairing and upgrading the existing
housing stock. This could include providing financial assistance to landlords to
undertake necessary repairs and upgrades, as well as providing incentives for
landlords to improve the quality of their rental properties. Secondly, it is important
to ensure that new housing developments are built to high standards of quality
and safety. This may include implementing building codes that prioritize energy
efficiency, accessibility and safety, and ensuring that construction companies are
held increasingly accountable for meeting those standards. Third, it is critical to
encourage the use of sustainable building materials and practices. This could include
providing financial incentives for the use of environmentally friendly building
materials, as well as encouraging the use of renewable energy in home construction.
Fourthly, improving the quality of housing requires ensuring affordable housing for
all citizens. This could include implementing policies that prioritize the construction
of social housing, as well as providing financial assistance to low-income families
and individuals to help them access safe and secure housing. It is important to
ensure regular monitoring and assessment of housing quality. This could include
establishing a system of regular inspections of rental properties, as well as introducing
mechanisms for tenants to report housing problems [8].

Thus, improving the quality of housing in the Republic of Kazakhstan is
the most important aspect of ensuring citizens’ access to safe, comfortable and
affordable living conditions. Achieving this goal requires a multifaceted approach
that includes the importance of renovating and upgrading existing housing stock,
encouraging the use of sustainable building materials and methods, ensuring
housing is affordable for all citizens, and regularly monitoring and assessing
the quality of housing. By taking these steps, Kazakhstan can create a housing
sector that is sustainable, equitable and responsive to the needs of its citizens.
Just an international perspective on housing law in Kazakhstan can provide
valuable insight into the strengths and weaknesses of our country’s housing legal
framework, as well as opportunities for cross-border cooperation and learning.
Our country still has serious problems to solve, especially in the areas of tenants’
rights, forced evictions, and affordable quality housing. By engaging with other
countries and learning from best practices, Kazakhstan can continue to improve
its housing regulatory framework and ensure that the right to adequate housing is
protected for all its citizens. [9], [10].
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TopaiireipoB yauBepcuteTi, Kazakcran Pecrry6mmkacer, [1aBmonap k.
01.02.24.x. 6acnara TYCTI.

01.02.24 k. Ty3eTyaepiMeH TYCTi.

13.02.24 >x. OacsIn meIFapyra KaObUIIaH B

KA3AKCTAH PECITYBJIMKACBIHJIAFBI TYPFBIH YA
KATBIHACTAPBIHA XAJIBIKAPAJIBIK KO3KAPAC

byn maxanaoa Kazaxcmanoazel mypavin yii KAmblHACMapblHa
XANbIKAPANbIK KO3KAPACMAapaa KambvlCMbl 03eKmi Mocenenep maikbliaHaobl.
byn maxvipvin eme o3exmi, otimkeni mypewin yu bipikken ¥ammap Yiivimol
MOUbIHOA2AH He2i32l adam KYKbIKmAapblHblY Oipi ocoHe 6apivlK enoep 03
aA3aMammapulHa KHCemKinikmi bacnanaza Ko dHcemkizyoi Kammamacol3
emyee minoemmi. Pecnybauxa Koncmumyyuscol, enimizoiy mypavi
Yil 3aHHAMACbl HCOHe XANbIKAPANbIK AKmilep mypabiH Yuoi emipaik
KYHOWLIbIK, 0opedcecine Komepeoi, o1apobiy MAZMYHbIH AUKbIHOAUMbIH
Memaekemmiy ocbl canaoazvl MinOemmepi MeH a3amammapovly
KyKbikmapuin 6eneinetioi. byn wapanap mypevin yumern KamMmamdacsls
emyoiy scemKinikmi Oeneeliine Keniloik 6epemit, OHblY iuinOe mypabiH
ylice aca MyKmasic asamammapobl MemaeKemmix Koi0ay dCONbIMeH
Jrcazoaiinap scacayea b6azeimmanzan. Kazaxcman Pecnybauxacwinoiy
KO0aHblcmazbl 3aHHAMACHIH JCOHE XANbIKAPANbIK KYHCAMMAapovl
manoay agmopea XanivlKapanslk, cmanoapmmapea colikec Kasaxcmanoa
mypebiH YU CandaculH dcaxcapmy yuwiin Oipkamap wiapanap Kaowlioay
Kaoicemmiei mypanvl 081e10i KOpbIMbIHObL Hcacayad MyMKIHOIK Oepedi.
Kazaxcmanoazvl mypevin yii KyKbleblHa XANbIKAPALbIK, KO3KAPACMbLY 031
enimMiz30iy mypebiH YUl KyKbIKMbIK 0a30CbIHbIH KYULME HCOHE SIICI3 HCAKM APl
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mypanvl, COHOQU-AK MPAHCULEKAPATBIK, bIHMbIMAKMACMbBIK, NEH OKbIMY
YUWLiH MyMKIHOIKmMep mypansl KyHObl aknapam oepe anaovl.

Kinmmi ce3dep: mypevin yu, mypeblH yii KamblHACMAPbl, A0aM
KYKbIKIMAapbl, MypeblH Yii 3ayHAMACYL, XATbIKAPATbIK CMAHOapmmap.

T. D. Boponosa, I'. T. lamuyourosa

TopaiirsipoB YauBepcuret, Pecryonuka Kazaxcran, r. [TaBmonap
Received 01.02.24.

Received in revised form 01.02.24.

Accepted for publication 13.02.24.

MEXIYHAPO/JHBIE B3I'JIAAAbI HA )KUJINIIIHBIE
OTHOHIEHUA B PECITYBJIHUKE KAZAXCTAHE

B oannoii cmamve paccmampuearomes akmyanvbHbie 0NPOCYL,
CBA3AHHBLE C MENCOVHAPOOHBIMU B32NIA0AMU HA HCUTUUHBIE OMHOUWEHUS 8
Kaszaxcmane. Oma mema asnaemcs 00cmamoyHo akmyanibHol, NOCKOIbKY
Jrcunuuje A6nAemcs OOHUM U3 OCHOBHBIX NpA8 Yel06eKd, NPUSHAHHbIM
Opeanusayueti Obwveounennvix Hayuil, u 6ce cmparul 0053anbl 0becneuums
CBOUM 2padtcOanam 0OCMyn K 0OCMAmoyHOMYy dHcunvro. Konemumyyus
Pecnybnuxu, srcunuyroe 3ak0H00amenbemeo CmpaHvl U MesHCOYHAPOOHble
aKmol 603600AM HCUAUWE 8 PAHE HCUSHEHHO-BANCHOU YEHHOCHU,
VCMaHagaueaom o0sa3amenbcmea 20cy0apcemed i onpedensionue ux
cooepaicanue npasa epaxcoar 8 3motl cgpepe. Imu mepol HANPAGIEHbL HA
co30anue yCiosutl, 2apaHmupyowux 00CMAmMOoYHbIIL YPOBEHb HCUTUUHOSO
obecneuenus, 8 MoM 4ucie nymem 20Cy0apCmeeHHOU N000epIHCKU
0C000 HYHCOAIOWUXCA 8 JHCUbe 2padtcOan. AHanu3 Oellcmeyuezo
3akonodamenvcmea Pecnyboruxu Kaszaxcman u medxncOyHapoOHbLX
OOKYMEHMO8 NO360JIAEN A8Mopy COeNamy apeyMeHmMupPOBAHHbII Gbl600
0 He0bX00UMOCIU NPUHAMUS PAOA Mep OIS YIYUUIEHU KA4eCM8a HCULbsL
6 Kazaxcmane, 6 coomeemcmeuu ¢ MeicOYHAPOOHLIMU CIMAHOAPMAMU.
Cam medarcOyHapoOonslll 832140 Ha dculuwHoe npago ¢ Kazaxcmane
Modcem 0ambv YeHHYI0 UHGOPMAYUIO O CUTHBIX U CAAObIX CINOPOHAX
HCUTUUHOT NPABOBOL OA3bL HAWEN CIPAHbBL, A MAKIHCE B03MOACHOCHU
OJ151 MPAHCSPAHUYHO20 COMPYOHUYECMBA U 00YUeHUsL.

Knrwuegvie crnosa: scunuwe, scuiuiynble OMHOUEHUS, NPABA
uen06eKd, HCUTUWHOE 3AKOHOOAMENbCMBO, MENCOYHAPOOHbIE CIAHOAPMbI.
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Tepyre 13.02.2024 x. xibepinmi. bacyra 04.03.2024 . K0OJI KOHBUIIBL.
OnekTpoHs! Oacna
1,06 Mb RAM
[MaprtTe! 6acma Tabarsr 9,28.
Tapanemver 300 mana. barackr kemiciM OOHBIHIIIA.
Kommprotepae 6erreren: A. K. MeipxukoBa

Koppekrop: A. P. OmapoBa

Tancsipsic Ne 4190

Crnano B Habop 13.02.2024 r. [Togmucano B nevats 04.03.2024 1.
DNeKTpOHHOE U3/JaHNe
1,06 Mb RAM
Venna. 9,78. Tupax 300 sk3. Llena norosopHasi.
Komnerotepnas Bepctka A. K. Mbip>xukoBa
Koppekrop: A. P. Omaposa
3aka3 Ne 4190

«Toraighyrov University» 6acnacbiHaH 0aChUTBII ITBIFAPBUTFaH
TopaifFEIpOB YHUBEPCUTETI
140008, IMaBmoxap K., Jlomos ., 64, 137 ka0.

«Toraighyrov University» 0acnacbt
TopaifFBIpOB YHUBEPCUTETI
140008, IMaBmoxap K., Jlomos ., 64, 137 ka0.
8 (7182) 67-36-69
e-mail: kereku@tou.edu.kz
https://vestnik.tou.edu.kz/
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